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Service -learning is a
teaching method

COLLEGE STUDENTS ARPLEARNING
TOSERVE FLORI DWBIES CO

that uses commu- Fall 2007 Florida Campus Compact

nity involvement to
apply theories or
skills being taught in
a course. This fur-
thers the objectives
of the academic
course, addresses
community needs
and requires stu-
dents to reflect on
their service activi-
ties, which often in-
creases civic knowl-
edge and engage-
ment.
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AAl ready,
teens are hard at
work on a grass-
roots reconstruction
of community,
teamwork, and civic
spirit.o (
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Florida College Students Tackle Present and Future Challenges

With the support of Florida Campus
Compact, students at 50 colleges and
universities contribute to their local
communities through campus
sponsored volunteer events and cousse

related servicdearning activities.

Through these efforts, students from
freshmen to Ph.D. candidates address
% community issues including education,
literacy, public health, urban renewal,
poverty, environmental concerns and a

Sy host of other issues.

Their efforts make a difference in our
Flonda Servi{mrning students State and |n the CltlzenS WhO W|” |ead |t
waork with children in public schools. into the future.

Florida Students Say ServicelLearning Helps Them and Others

A recent survey of students from campuses around the state revealed the
following student perceptions of service -learning:

e 97% found contributing to their communities through service -learning
rewaraing).

e 91% said service-learning added value to their degrees.

e 89% said service-learning helped them apply their education in the real
world.

e 87% said they gained real -world professional experience through service -
learning.

o 86%indicated that they are likely to volunteer in their communities in the
future because of service -learning.

o 86% reported increased confidence in their ability to bring about change in
their communities as a result of service -learning.

e 83% agreed that service -learning helped them to better understand the
complexities of a social or political problem in their communities.

MM



FLORIDA CAMPUS COMEA
IMPACTS EDUCATION

Alex Garcia,

UCF Student
Hometown: Bradenton, FL
Major: Technical Writing
Engineering Technology

0 S e r-lsarniageis important

the unique opportunity to help
nonprofit organizations get the

funding they nsg

Cara Castellena,
FSU Student
Hometown: Melbourne, FL

Major: Economics

excellent opportunities for me to|
apply my education in the

meaningful professional
experiences for graduate schod

and beyond

because it allows technical writer:

community. This in turn gave me

e ( Robert Bringle, Ph.D.
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Student Retention and Satisfaction
Keys to Success In College

e  Studies from the University of Colorado engineering program show that
engineering students exposed to service -learning classes are more likely
to persist to graduation by 9.4%. Piket-May and Avery, 2001

e Service-learning improves student satisfaction with college.  Astin & Sax,
1998; Berson & Younkin, 1998; Gray, et al., 1998

e Students engaged in service -learning are significantly more likely to
graduate. Astin & Sax, Roose, Daphne, Miller, Peacock, White & White,
1997,1998
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success, and at the same time takes seriously the importance of
civic engagement, holds great potential for providing meaning-
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Service Learning and Retention, Q00K

FL|CC Makes The Grade rln
FUICC invites representatives fro

participating campuses to respond [to
a customer satisfaction survey edch

year. Campus respondents in 2005
considered training the most valuabje
resource provided byFliCC. In
addition to training, the Earticipants
selected travel scholarships, program
funding, research, publications,

consulting conferences, thd=lICC
Web site and technical resources jas

- - - the most valuable services provided
Florida servilarning students presentiys them by FICC. Respondenth

school. service directors and administrators
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Eckerd College
During the 2006 Fall Semester, fourteen students
traveled to Ghana as part of their course
curriculum. They were accompanied by Professor
Debure and Jonathan Atuah, who is a current
Eckerd College student originally from the capital

of Ghana. The students assisted a village
community in the Volta Region with financing and
the construction of latrines. They resided in the
community of Tafia Atome, which is located in a
Monkey Sanctuary, and remained there for over
two weeks, feeling as if they became part of the

village.
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